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POSTCODE DATA FIELDS FOR PAF AND POSTZON
PAF

Build name (Building Name)

Del Pts (Delivery Point Suffixes) 

A unique reference to each Delivery Point (letterbox) in a Postcode.

No Del Pt (Number of Delivery points)

The number of unique addresses within the Postcode record. There may be multiple records for a single Postcode.

OrDepart (Department Name)

The department name within an organisation.

SubBName (Sub Building Name)

This will typically be a unit within a building, e.g. shop within a large shopping centre.

Organisa (Organisation Name)

Name of business or organisation.

PO Box (PO Box Number)

Number (Number)

House or building number.

DepStreet (Dependent Thoroughfare Name)

A smaller street within a street, or could be a block of flats.

Street (Thoroughfare Name)

DouDLoc (Locality Double Dependent)

A small village or sub-district. Double-Dependent Localities are never present in postal addresses without Dependent Localities.

DepLocal (Locality Dependent)
A large village or district. Dependent Localities are being phased out of Postal Addresses with an address consisting of a street, Post Town and Postcode. There are no localities for postal addresses in London, for example.

Town (Post Town)
Country
CtTradit (County Traditional)

As it existed for the area covered by the Postcode in 1888.  Since some Traditional counties have the same names nowadays, but with different boundaries. Pre 1974

CtPostal (County Former Postal) 

This is no longer required for Postal addresses, but the information is still provided.  Some major towns (e.g. NORWICH, SWINDON) have never needed a Postal county, and no Postal county is present on those records.

CtAdminist (County Administrative)
More accurately the top tier local government authority. This is either a Unitary Authority name or, where there is no Unitary Authority, a County name.  Thus Hillingdon or Norfolk both appear - Hillingdon is the Unitary Authority covering part of Greater London, whereas Norfolk only has Local Authorities, so the county name always appears.  For display, export and print purposes the Administrative county is only seen when it is in fact a county - Unitary Authority names are suppressed in this field.  This has been done at the request of users who want to put the Administrative county onto mailing labels, but not if it is a Unitary Authority.  The Unitary Authority name is still available for display, export and print, but only in its own right as the Local Authority/Unitary Authority name field.  As with the other county fields, even when the display is suppressed, the Administrative county still functions as a search field.

Postcode 

Sortcode

Is a unique 5-digit numeric codes used internally by Royal Mail to route mailbags.  They are also used by external customers with Mailsort contracts, which is why they are present in the data.

Category (User category)

There are three user categories:

R
Residential

N
Non-residential (small business user)

L
Large user (large business or Post Office Box holder)

A Large User always has a unique Postcode, i.e. there is one delivery point for this Postcode.  Other Postcodes may be entirely residential, entirely small business, or a mixture.  A Postcode record on CD never contains a mixture of N and R categories; consequently, for a mixture there will be at least two Postcode records.

POSTZON
You may find you have duplicate entries, this is caused by the user categories that exist in the main PAF file (see above).

Postcode 

Grid East 

Ordnance Survey 100m Easting and Northing measurements that refer to the distance east and north from a fixed point just South West of the Isles of Scilly. They indicate the mean centre point of a Postcode to 100m.

Grid North
Ordnance Survey 100m Easting and Northing measurements that refer to the distance east and north from a fixed point just South West of the Isles of Scilly. They indicate the mean centre point of a Postcode to 100m.

Other information about Grid East and Grid North

The standard grid east and grid north fields are five character codes which give a value in tens of metres.  Thus the maximum value of 99999 corresponds to a distance of just under 1000 km or 625 miles.  Given the grid origin just south and west of the Isles of Scilly, this is sufficient for the eastings (maximum is 70352) but not for the northings.  The northernmost northings therefore have an initial letter and not a digit, and this corresponds to a numeric value as follows:

Y or Z  10

T or U  11

O or P  12

The Northern Irish grid does not have the same origin as the one used for the rest of the United Kingdom.  Consequently the values as present on Postzon overlap with the other areas of the UK.  Belfast, for example, has the same coordinates as parts of Cheshire and Merseyside.  An approximate conversion of Northern Irish grid references to the same origin as the rest of the UK is obtained by adding 13000 to the northing and subtracting 17000 from the easting of the NI references.  This should not be regarded as an exact conversion.

Postcodes with no coordinates are PO box’s, i.e. they have no physical location.

Country
WardCode (Local Authority Ward Code)
Local Authority Ward Codes in England and Wales are comprised of six characters - the first two digits represent the county, the next two alphabetic characters identify the Local Authority and the last two characters represent the electoral ward of the Postcode. Unitary Authorities in England, Wales and Scotland are four-character fields represented by the Local Authority and the Ward. In Northern Ireland, the 6 characters are made up of 95 plus a letter from A - Z followed by a space and the electoral Ward. 

NHSCode (NHS Health Authority Code)
A three character code which identifies the Health Authority or board responsible for funding patient care within each Postcode. 

WardName (Local Authority Ward Name)
AuthName (Local / Unitary Authority Ward Name)
NHSName (NHS Strategic Health Authority Name)
RegOffice (NHS Regional Office)
PCGroup (NHS Primary Care Trust/LHB Code)
Three alpha-numeric character code starting with 5 in England and 6 in Wales. PCT codes are not available in Scotland, Northern Ireland or the Channel Islands.

PCName (NHS Primary Care Trust Name)
PCHeAuth (NHS Primary Care Trust StHA)
