
GeoPDF Maps

The GeoPDF format is a very useful way to distribute intelligent maps that can be used 
with no software requirement other than the free Acrobat Reader 9, X or XI. If you don't 
have this then visit www.adobe.com in order to download it. While you can open a 
GeoPDF with older versions of the Acrobat Reader, you will not be able to access any of 
the special GeoPDF features.

XYZ Maps GeoPDFs have the following special features:

• In-built co-ordinate information, so you can move the cursor around the map and 
read off the latitude / longitude co-ordinate;

• Layers that you can switch on or off in order to choose what should be visible or not 
visible on the map; and

• In-built attribute information that allows you to click on objects to see what they are, 
select items from a list and use the 'zoom to' function, or see a panel that lists the 
tabular information.

The picture illustrates an XYZ Maps Postcode Map being viewed in Acrobat Reader 9.

This is not just the usual Acrobat illustration. Rather it is a mini Geographic Information 
System (GIS). You will quite likely find that when Acrobat Reader first starts the dark gray 
panels on the left are closed and only display as the icons on the far left. You can click any 
of these icons to expand the panel.

The top icon in the panel will display the pages in the PDF. For a map this is normal just 
one.
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The second icon indicates that the 
document contains layers. Looking at 
the picture then these include things 
such as the Scale Bar layer, the 
Legend layer, the Visible Map layer, 
the Postcode Districts Statistics layer 
and the Postcode Areas Statistics 
layer. These layers can be switched 
on or off by clicking on the 'eye' icon 
to the left of each layer. This will affect 
both what can be seen on the screen 
and what will be printed.

The third icon down is the Model Tree. 
This shows any spread-sheet 
information that is attached to the 
map objects. In this example the XYZ 
Postcode Districts map has two tables 
of information, one of which contains 

Q2 2012 Statistics at the Postcode Area level 
and the other at the Postcode District level. 
You can click the + / - signs to expand or 
contract any of these tables to see the titles 
of each object within them. In the picture the 
Postcode Districts table has been expanded 
to show a list of all the Districts included on 
the map.

If you click on a District in the list to select it 
then it will be highlighted for you on your map 
in the selection colour. The selection colour is 
shown by the small square above the list, 
and in this case it is green. You can change it 
by clicking the down arrow. You will likely find 
that your default selection colour is red, 
which means that as the postcode map is 
also in red  it would be hard to see the 
selected postcode unless you change the 
colour.

If you right-click on an item in the list you will 
see that there is a 'zoom to' option in the pop-
up menu. You can use this to make the map 
zoom to the selection.

At the bottom of the Model Tree panel it lists 
the value of the individual entries for the 
selected object. In this case it is showing the 
entries DT – Dorchester Postcode Area. You 
can see values such as the Post Town, the 
Area, and the total number of Delivery Points.



If you switch on the Analysis 
Tools then you will see the 
two buttons in the picture at 
left. In Acrobat Reader 9 
these are found on the View 
> Toolbars > Analysis option. 
The left button is the Info 
Tool. This lets you click on 
the map in order to retrieve 
the tabular information 
attached to the object. This 
will be displayed at bottom 
left on the Model Tree panel, 
as per the example above 
for Dorchester. 

Technical limitations in 
Acrobat mean you are 
limited to getting the tabular 
information for only one 

layer if there are more than one layers with such information when you click on the map. 
To see the details for objects from other layers you must select them from the list in the 
upper panel of the Model Tree.

The right-hand button is the Location Tool. If you click on this then the Latitude / Longitude 
position of the cursor will be displayed as you move about on the map.
 


